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4 


ow, Ky 


. NEITHER. 


STANDS TREASON A 

LOST CIVILIZATION LIKE 

THIS(D BE REAL WARY 
for NGERS. 


4 


DON'T 
FLIGHTS NEAR HERE 
ANYWAY, THE WEATHER 

AROUND THOSE 


PEAT PASE 70 


WE'RE IN_NO SHAI 
FIGHT, ‘BERTO. 


PE FORA 


THESE PEOPLE 
E"LL ASK 


DO NOT RE: 


YOU: THE 
Ba a THAN 


IF SHE WERE, 
wo' 


UNFORTUNATELY, FOR ALL THEIR HIGH HOPES. 


INSIDE, 
DECIDED ON 


BARBARIANS. i THEY CERTAIN- Waka hi 
YOUR FATE WILL BE =; ‘i f 


THE MORROW. JZ 


THE STENCH 
O' THIS PLACES 


X\ 


AM TRULY SORRY ABOUT 
(OUR MOTH 


ER, ROBERTO. 
PRAY SHE IS STILL 


COULDN'T SHE 
BE IN THE CITY, 
AS DANI SAID? 


SHE 
WLD BE HERE 


LY_ARE BEING 
HELPFUL, DANI. 


Ne 


IT'S A DUNGEON, RAHNE. 
IT’S_ SUPPOSED TO BE 
DISGUSTING. 


MENINA, SOME 


XPLANATIONS 
RE IN ORDER. 


4 


RAHNE, CHECK THE DOOR 
FOR EAVESDROPPERS 


1 € 


e 
N 


MY_ NAME IS AMARA 
JULIANA OLIVIA 
AQUILLA. 


MY_FATHER IS 
LUCIUS ANTONIUS 
AGUILLA... 


FIRST SENATOR 
OF NOVA ROMA. 


OY NOTHING, SAM. 


1 
(ANT NO SYMPATHY. 


YOU WERE DISGUISED AS AN 


-, WHO FLED HERE CENTURIES 
Ago, WHEN THEIR OWN LAND 


ERED. ROMA 
BUT THE i 


AM PART OF THE 
ITION TO THAT 
RTY, IF My 
FATHER’S ENEMIES: 
LEARN my 
ACTIVI 


.. T COULD RUIN HIM 


wn 1S DESCENDED POLITICALLY, AND THE 
FROM THE INCAS. : RE 


SHE'S NA’ TOLD US THE TRUTH-~ 
THE WHOLE TRUTH— EITHER £ 


SHE’S INTENTIONALLY 
KEEPIN’ STUFF BACK— 
I CAN SENSE IT. 


A _TELEPATH, 


ISN'T TELLING US 
bebe ee rs 


PROBABL' 
BECAUSE SHE'S 
SCARED. 


THINK SHE: 
UiED us 


UBLICAN CAUSE WITH HIM. 


( BECAUSE 
F ITS 
ISOLATION. 


« FINDING THE GIRLS MOST 
TERRIBLE NIGHTMARE.., 


WHAT'S THE MATTE! THAT'S IT! WE AIN'T DOIN’ 


R THE BLACK 
WITH YOU, DANI?! PRIESTESS-- HER ANYONE ANY GOOD SITTIN’ 
PIT OF FIRES 1 IN THIS HOLE. I VOTE WI 
DIE... AS HAVE SO} BLOW THE JOINT. 


YOU SCARED 
AMARA SILLY £ 
2 MANY OTHERS. 
SAM, 1 Z NOTHING CAN SAVE 
Ky ME, NOTHING / 


YOUR_POWER IS UNFOCUSED. YOU Vy 
WN ON TOP OF US. iy 


COULD BRING THE WHOLE BUILDING 
Bo Y} 
Yj 


be 


PARALYSIS IS VIRTUALLY INSTANTANEOUS. fl , 
ey | 


ISCIOUSNESS 
QuicKty FOLLOWS. 
my 


MEANWHILE, IN THE +. WHERE THOSE AUGUST 
SENATORIAL BATHS... PERSONAGES GO TO REFRESH 
BODY AND SOUL AFTER A 


IN THE PROCESS, MUCH OF 
THE REAL WORK OF 
GOVERNMENT ACTUALLY 
GETS ACCOMPLISHED.., 


¢ HAVING TO DO € LORD GALLIO, ¥ ¢ BE SILENT, 


< THEY'RE CHILDREN, I BELIEVE -- TWO BOYS AND 
WITH THE QUT- HOW COULD CENTURION. > THREE GIRLS, ABOUT My DAUGHTER AMARA‘S AGE. >, 
LANDERS CAPTURED HE HAVE 


THIS MORNING ? »_/ \ KNOWN--?! f [- «YOUR SPIES KEEP YOU WELL INFORMED, 
<—— fis AS ALWAYS. > W 
4 <1 PREFER TO \ 


THINK OF THEM 
AS PATRIOTIC 
L CITIZENS. > 


< WHAT, PRAY 
TELL, ARE YOUR 
INTENTIONS 


a : : TOWARDS THE 
< SN 


< THE LAW IS QUITE SPECIFIC, 
ES NO 


AGUILLA. IT MAK ¢ SPLENDID! <YOUR FAITH < YOU'D RATHER SEE 
PROVISION FOR AGE. > I_KNOW THE iN ME IS ME IN THAT ARENA, EH, 
Ct BONS SOTO THE COMMANDER OF ; GALLO? I'M ALL THAT 


lO 
ARENA, AND IF THEY SURVIVE, oR eae ane STANDS BETWEEN TOU 


AND YOUR AMBITION 
THEY WILL JOIN THE GIRLS ON UTY. 
THE AUCTION BLOCK... DOTS. DUTY:2. 


| 62 
<,,, 10 BE SOLD 70 S70) 


INTO SLAVERY. > THEN P shete! > 


¢€ PLUTO TAKE <PLEBIAN EVEN NOW, < BY ALL THE GODS, 
THAT FAT OLD PIG! > “LL WAGER I SWEAR HE’LL 
MAN'S SOULS > PAY FOR THAT! > 
y a < WINES \ AT Mi > 
BRING ME 
WINES > 


. <-AND AT 

IY HOW EASILY 

Sale HE THWARTED 
MY PLANS! > 


WELCOME HOME, < OCTAVIAN CAPTURED SOME BARBARIAN 
HUSBAND, 4, CHILDREN. HE REPORTED THAT THEY 
BAD DAY: POSSESSED EXTRAORDINARY ABILITIES-- 

ONE BOY SMASHED BOULDERS TO 
POWDER AND FLEW THROUGH THE AIR! 
WITH THEM IN MY SERVICE, I‘D HAVE 
BEEN _INV/NC/BLE / NO POWER IN 
ROME COULD STAND AGAINST ME! > 


< BUT THANKS TO 

LUCIUS AQUILLA, 

I'M FORCED TO 

UPHOLD THE 
LAW... 


.. AND 
DELIVER THEM 
TO THE ARENA.) 


«WHEN AQUILLA FALLS, (€ THE DAY WILL COME, : R ‘m= 

I WANT IT TO BE ROMAN-- AND SOONER F Baan gey 

BY MY HAND. > 3 THAN YOU THINK--> _/ ad i [ MAY BE YOUR 
TF WecD = = : ‘ ONLY HOPE 

CA ‘NOT . C N D \ OF SALVATION, 

RESORT TO - Us . Ly 


A 
YOUR BLACK VICTORY! > 
ARTS. > 


CATACOMBS, I MUST RESORT TO. 
BENEATH OUR VILLA. > THER MEANS TO VANQUISH A_ GESTURE, A 
YOUR ENEMIES AND WIN FOR WHISPERED 
DRONE YOU CRAVE WA BURST O 
" SS BLINDING LIGHT, 


TO 
SERVE HER HUSBAND,| 
IN ALL THINGS ? > 


HIMSELF, GALLIO ; eB = 1 AM CALLED 
THIS MINOR > ES CASTRO, SENHOR. 


1 SERVE A GREAT 
LORD TO 


=- HE ALSO FEAR: 
HER, AS HE 


¢A BARBARIAN. 
WHAT OF /T? > 


2h 


+. WHO WISHES TO EXPLOIT THE NATURAL 
WEALTH OF THIS LAND. "AN ALUANGE 
ULD BENEFIT YOU . IN 


< AN INTRIGUING PROPOSITION. YOU WERE QUITE gE 
IRN FOR MINING RIGHTS 


RIGHT TO INTRODUCE US, SELENE. > 


< BRING HIM UPSTAIRS, 
PROVIDE FOOD, WINE, 
PROPER ATTIRE -- BUT 
FIRST, GIVE THE WRETCH 
A BATH, HE SMELLS 
WELLS 


«HE WOULD PROVIDE 
WEAPONS, GUNS, WHATEVER 
ASSISTANCE YOU REQUIRE. 


CONTINUE OUR TALK. > 


THE OF WOMEN, ADJACENT 
TO THE SULAN CIRCUS. 


pn 
Zs er 


% \ F F é& y (e- 
es fe "5 { 4 ¥ 
IT’S ALWAYS BEEN THIS = YOU_NEVER D TO WASH 
WAY, AN’ IT NEVER, EVER N cone 
GROWS -- EXCEPT WHEN x ie LOOK LIKE 
IT'S CUT AND THEN a Te CAN BEA YOU-- 
ONLY T’ THIS LENGTH. RI IN WHEN. HEY! 
Te IT GETS TANGLED. / &@ 
Pe D 
f ' Wy 
a / . 


] 
SY, 
P vy 


\ 
A i HR 
| —— I ae 
BIG DEAL / 


THIS STUFF REALLY 
HITS THE SPOT 


Lf 
WE‘LL YELL 
BACK LOUDER! 


<I GAVE THEM AN EXTRA 


DOSE, MELANTHA, AS, 


YOU ORDERED. I THINK IT’S HAVING THE 


DESIRED RESULT. 


THE BLACK PRIEST- 
ESS AND HER UN- 
HOLY FIRE CULT. > 


€ FATHER'LL 
PROTECT US, 


THAT WAY, THEY'LL BE 

CHEERING RIGHT ALONG 
WITH THE REST OF é 

THE CROWD.., > 


<.., WHEN THEIR COM- 
PANIONS FIGHT EACH 
OTHER TO THE DEATH. >, 


<I DAREN'T TRY ANY- 
THING NOW-- TOO 
MANY PEOPLE UP AND 
ABOUT -- I'LL HAVE TO 
WAIT 'TIL THEY'RE 
ASLEEP. > 


<I WAS TO STAY AWAY ‘TIL HE DISCOVERED HER TRUE eff 
IDENTITY AND CRUSHED HER EVIL FOREVER. > 


THEY AR! 
T'S 


WE MUST ESCAPE 
FROM HERE, TONIGHT 


LISTEN TO ME/ DO YOU 
HAVE ANY IDEA OF YOUR 


€/T’S_ NO USE. THE DRUG HAS 
DULLED THEIR MINDS. ONLY A VERY. 
LITTLE IS NEEDED TO PRODUCE THE 
EFFECT, AND THEY DRANK A LOT. > 


<1 ONLY TASTED 
MINE. I WISH I 
KNEW WHY IT 
ION * 


CAN‘T 


< DIDN'T MEAN TO 
CRY OUT,., COULDN'T 
HELP,,, MYSELF... > 

i «WHAT'S, WRONG 


WITH ME 2! SO 
WEAK... DIZZY... > 


§ THE GODS MUST BE IN A GENEROUS! 


SS <.. BUT I 
ID. I'LL MAKE AN OFFERING OF = SEE ANY ALTERNA - 
THANKS IN THE FAMILY TEMPLE AS TIVE, I WON'T 
SOON AS I REACH HOME. > =<] a2 GET VERY FAR... > 


€.,, LUGGING i 
THEM OVER MY oO 
SHOULDERS-- C, CAN'T 
; : STAND...) 
SUDDENLY FEEL... SO WOT -< J SWS EFA AZALI 
[MN ee INGIBED> SSS, Fm 


<THE ATTACKS -- COMING MORE < HOW FLATTERING, 

OFTEN, EACH WORSE THAN THE AMARA. AFTER 

ONE BEFORE --AM I DISEASED?! ALL THIS TIME, YOU 
AM I ACCURSED ?/! > REMEMBER ME. > 


ON, 
WORRY ABOUT ONE 
ree PROBLEM AT 


CROSSED. > 


PLEASA 
SURPRISED 


Al THAT MOMENT, BENEATH THE CIRCUS... 


{ONCE MORE, RALCO. . Y < YOU'LL HAVE TO DO 
MY TIMING'S STILL OFF. >) LOT BI STEM GH id 
: INTHE ARENA, MY FRIEND. > 


<OUT THERE, 
Fer: HAVE 


EF YOU SURYIVE, \ h W LI LUCKY, 
YOU'LL HAI une You 


: IKE US, 
PROVEN YOUR- Pas GET 
SELVES WORTHY. CHANCE TO 
: EARN FREEDOM, 
BECOME 
CITIZENS. J 


HARDLY 
SEEMS A FAIR 
MATCH,,, 


YOU'LL BE READY 
AND WILLING TO 
TAKE ON AN ARMY 
BARE - HANDED / 


VANS PLEBANS ALL EAGERLY SIGNALLED BY THE ARRIVAL OF THE EOITOR [ 
TO IE AND CEREMONIAL MASTER OF 


IRE DANIELLE ZED EYES AND LANGUII 
SINCLAIR... 'S_ BETRAY THE ORUGS USED TO 
LIANT. NOTHING THEY SEE 


PRINCESSE: 


REAM AND, IF THI 
NASTY, THEY'LL ES: 
SIMPLY UP. 


BY THE TIME THEY LEARN 
RRO a Too 


SNE NIP 


OLD STILL, BRAT! } WHAT’RE YOU DOIN’?! 
LH smithy LET US GO! 4 


LING, 
ONLY 


IT'S MY JOB NOT TO ) Stee 


: aGOIWEAILE : 
SUR BOWERS. ace : OUT THERE PAID G DISAPPOINT ‘EM. — 
> BrTER TT WAS ; IN A MINUTE a 
e{ TASTE! ~ /. 
PACED wit SOMETHING! ‘ OR SO, youre es 
CONSUMED By 


AN_ IRRESISTIBLE 
career 
YOU A MADMAN‘S 


TO YOU COULD BE TORN TO RIBBONS-: 
COMPENSATE OR DO THE SAME TO SOMEONE 
FOR iouB ELSE— AND YOU WON'T FEEL A 
LACK THING. YOU’LL ONLY STOP WHEN 


¢ FALCO, 
THE 
BOr--f?/> 


¢ HE -- FELLED THEM WI ma ( THE DUMMIES DON’T REALIZE 
A SINGLE BLOWS ‘iss “S Bm / THE DANGER-- BOBBY AN’ I 


COULD PROB'LY FLATTEN THIS 
ET co pate 
a t 
EF | L AND WHY NOT?! 
DEFEATS ALL COMERSS They WANT es 


C TLL TAKE 
THAT BETS > 


THE BOYS TAKE NO 
E, AND DO NOT 


Yi 


\ 
* 
© 


UNFORTUNATELY. 


€ I DO NOT WISH To BE AN <., THEY REMAIN ONLY HUMAN. 


SHOULD THINGS GET OUT OF MET, GUTHRIE, 
BUT SUPPOSE THESE BARBARIANS HAND, FIVE-SCORE CRA STRUCK 


ST ARCHERS STAND READY ds PROM BEHIND 
IRN AGAINST U! mre HER. ‘a0 —— 
ea 2 LIKE A COWARDS 


ALARMIST, MARCUS DOMITIUS, 


<1 TO SEND 
THEM TO THEIR 
ANCESTORS. > 


7 WANNA MAKE \ 
SOMETHIN’ OF 
TT. SHRIMP 2! 


AS SELF- PROTECTION WHEN HE’S 


THAT ALONE SAVES HIM FROM BEING 
BLASTING, CANNONBALL’S POWER PLATTER! 
AUTOMATICALLY MAKES HIM SCUNSPOT: 4 BUNCH WHICH COU 
INVULNERABLE. Hee Bg ERIZED A FAIR- SIZED 


THE IMPACT FLATTENS 
BOTH BOYS, THE 
PHYSICAL SHOCK SO 
GREAT IT TOTALLY 
DRAINS THEIR POWERS. 


: 
i 
i 


By 
Lic) 


1S PAR Fron OVER. 


.. AS TO RAHNE SINCLAIR ... 


AS RAHNE RESUMES HER UJIPINE PERSONA ...1% 


iE 
YOUNG CHEYENNE 
SHARES WITH 
ALL ANIMALS. 


T-- 1 WAS CHEERING iia 
L THEM 


a 


cf 

-~ AS RAHNE'S SHAPESHIFT 
D1 ME. THAT MEANS 
SUMMONING A SPECIFIC SPR 
FORM FROM THEIR MINDS... 


iBUENOS DIAS! 

Guess who was a guest of honor at the 3rd An- 
nual Salon del Comig¢ y la Hustracion, Barcetona, 
Spain's huge, international comics convention? 
iSi, yo!Yes, me! 

Hundreds of comics professionals and 
thousands upon thousands of fans turned out. 
What a show! 

Representatives of dozens of comics publishers 
from around the world showed up there, too. Be- 
cause many of them publish translated editions of 
Marvel Comics, our work ts known almost every- 
where, and | was pleased to discover that Marvel 
and the Marvel creative crew are held in very high 
regard oversgas. As Editor in Chief of Marvel. | 
was very warmly received and treated with a great 
deal of respect at the fair | felt very proud and ex- 
tremely honored! 

In Spain, many Marvel titles are published by 
Editorial Forum, a very prestigious publishing 
house ~ and they do a terrific job with our stuff (as 
well as their own). My counterpart at Forum. their 
Editor in Chief, ts a very knowledgeable. skilled 
and professional gentleman named Antonio Mar- 
tin, with whom | spoke several times. I'd like to take 
this opportunity to publically declare Antonio and 
his crew Honorary Bullpenners! 


HOME AGAIN. 

-for about thirty seconds, then it was off to 
Tulsa, Oklahoma to appear at Tulsa Con 83. 
hosted by the Tulsa Believers in Comics Fandom 
That. my tnends, ts one ternfic group of people. 
and they throw an outstanding convention If 
you're interested in joining a great. active, down- 
fight fun comics club, or if you'd like info on their 
next event, wnte to the club president at this ad- 
dress 

Larry Thomas 
3836 East 21st 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74114 


LETTA reveal the earty life of the mighty Thor 
for the first time, from his birth to the appear- 
ance of Don Blake. Don't miss this one! 


Who are they? Weil, three of ‘em used to be X- 


(en! The rest — weil, you'll have to see for your- J 


self in this very special double-sized issue. by 
J.M. DeMATTEIS, DON PERLIN, and KIM De- 
MULDER, with an original cover painting by 
BILL SIEKIEWICZ. 


X-MEN #178 _ ts Madelyne Pryor really Jean 


ROMITA, JR. comes aboard. Written by CHRIS 
CLAREMONT Inked by BOB WIACEK 


THE FALCON #1 (Limited Series) — The 

Falcon like you've never seen him, in a story 

like Marvel's never done before! A hard-hitting 

and gritty account of lite on the city streets by 
* JIMOWSLEY PAUL SMITH, and VINCE COL 
§ LETTA. 


THE MIGHTY MARVEL CHECKLIST 


{] THE THING #5 
C1 DAREDEVIL #200 


Oh, and by the way, Tulsa is the hometown of 
EPIC lliustrated Magazine Editorial Director, Ar- 
chie Goodwin. He would have pouted all day if 1 
hadn't mentioned that. 


HOME AGAIN AGAIN! 

For a whole couple of weeks this time. You 
know, there's something funny going on around 
this place. As you may have heard, me and ail of 
the Marvel editors are going-away to conventions 
during the month of August. That means that all of 
the comics which go on sale in September, bearing 
a January cover date, will be handled entirely by 
the seconds-in-command the assistant editors. 
So, around here, the month of the September-on- 
sale-January-cover-date tssues has become 
known as Assistant Editors Month. 

Now, those guys could, and probably shouldjust 
caretake the books for that one month, but rumor 
has it that they ve planned a whole bunch of. let's 
say unusual stuff. They're trying to. in one month. 
revolutionize comics. 

Apparently they've enlisted the cooperation of 
the artists and writers because there are a /ot of 
very secret. closed-door meetings going on 
around here lately. and, nobody, but nobody's let- 
ting on to the editors orme what's planned for 
those January cover-date issues 

I'm not kidding. Assistant Editors Month was an 
amusing notion. and we ve all had some laughs 
talking about it. but I think it may be getting a little 
out of hand I'm genuinely concerned about this 
and | may have to put my foot down and put a stop 
to it What do you think? What would you do? 

Just for your info, here s a list of the people !m 
talking about 


Danny Fingeroth s assistant Bob Budiansky s assistant 
BOBDeNATALE MIKE HIGGINS 

Amazing Spider-Man Fantastic Four 

Peter Parker Daredevil 

Marvel Team-Up Return otihe Jed: 

Ka-Zar 


NEW MUTANTS #9 
DAZZLER #29 
KING CONAN #19 
RETURN OF THE JED! #2 (Limited 
Series) 
THE FALCON #1 (Limited Series: 
MOON KNIGHT SPECIAL EDITION 
#1 — Reprinting the original Moon 
Knight epics, DOUG MOENCH 
and BILL SIENKIEWICZ, from the 
ine. 

SPIDER-MAN #246 
CAPTAIN AMERICA #287 
THOR #337 
INDIANA JONES #11 
MOON KNIGHT #34 
MICRONAUTS #55 
CRYSTAR #4 
HAWKEYE #3 (Limited 
INCREDIBLE HULK #289 
AVENGERS #237 
CONAN THE BARBARIAN #152 
MARVEL TALES #157 — Reprinting 
Amazing Spider-Man #19 by STAN 
LEE and STEVE DITKO. “Spidey 
Strikes Back!” 
X-MEN #175 
ROM #48 
POWER MAN/IRON FIST #99 
Gl. JOE #17 
CLOAK & DAGGER #2 (Limited 
Series) 


FANTASTIC FOUR #260 

MARVEL TEAM-UP #135 — Spider- 
Man and Kitty 

IRON MAN #176 

_] DEFENDERS #125 


Mark Gruenwald sassistant Carl Pott's assistant 
MIKECARLIN ANNNOCENTI 
‘Avengers Hulk 
tron Man Defenders 
Thor Doctor Strange 
Captain America Fantare 

The Thing 
Ralph Macchio sassistant Lay Hama sassislart 
BOBHAHRAS JIMOWSLEY 
Dazzler Conan 
us? King Conan 
Micronauls Savage Swou 
Whatt 
FROM 
Uysiar 


Denny O’Ner' s assistant Louse Jones assistant 


LINDAGRANT ELIOT BROWN 
Alpha Flight X-Men 

Power Man Ira” 3: New Mutants 
Gi.Joe ‘Star Wars 
Moon Knight Indiana vores 


Those are the potential perpetrators - some of 
them you may know a little about from seeing a bit 
of their published writing, art. lettering. etc. — 
others are strictly unknown quantities to you. since 
all their work has been behind the scenes. Tell me 
would you haul the lot of them up short and squelch 
their plans? Or trust them, and see what comes out 
in September? It may be too late already to do any- 
thing else 

Those January cover date issues may be some 
real one-of-a-kind collectors items. 


Anyway. stay well 


Jim Shooter 


PETER PARKER, THE SPECTACU- 
LAR SPIDER-MAN #84 

STAR WARS #77 

ALPHA FLIGHT #4 

THE OFFICIAL HANDBOOK OF THE 
MARVEL UNIVERSE #11 

MARVEL TAILS #1 — Funny animals 
— Marvel style! Featuring the origin of 
the Hulk-Bunny! By TOM DeFALCO, 
MARK ARMSTRONG, and JOE AL- 
BELO. 

KRULL #1 (Limited Series) — Mar- 
vel's adaptation of the Columbia Pic- 
tures summertime smash space fan- 
tasy! By DAVID MICHELINIE and 
BRET BLEVINS. Inks by VINCE COL- 
LETTA. 


MARVEL ANNUALS, 


IRON MAN ANNUAL #6 — Iron Man 
reduced to a pawn in the struggle be- 
tween the Eternals and the Deviants. 
LJ THOR ANNUAL #11 ~ For the first 
time in one comic: the story of Thor’s 
Be. rom birth to the arrival of Don 
Blake. 


WARVEL MAGAZINES 


SAVAGE SWORD OF CONAN #93 
MARVEL AGE #8 

| BLIP #8 
MARVEL FANFARE #11 


EPIC COMICS 


EPIC ILLUSTRATED #20 
DREADSTAR #6 


o 


< SENATOR GALLIO, 
WE AWAIT YOUR 
ORDERS / > 


You... OKAY, LATER, SAM 
BOBBY? AH \ ASSUMING WE 
LIVE THAT LONG. 
THE NATIVES ARE 
LOOKING VERY 


‘ARCHERS, OPEN 
FIRE! DESTROY THEM! > 


THIS 1S NO! 
TIME FOR 


BUT FOR 
REJOICING! > 
d 


<OUR ANC! 
PROPHECY HAS BEEN 
grr AND AS 


(BEHOLD, CITIZENS, THE ONE WHOSE HAIR MARKS HER AS A DESCENDENT OF 
OUR DIVINE PATRON, GAIUS JULIUS CAESAR ! AND WHOSE MIRACULOUS 
TRANSFORMATION REVEALS HER TO BE OF THE SAME BLOOD... > 


<,, AS THE SHE-WOLF WHO SUCKLED ROMULUS : 
AND REMUS i FOUNDERS OF MOTHER ROME 


SELF / THESE ARE NOT CHILDREN OF MEN, BUT 
OF THE IMMORTAL GODS-- AND I COME 
THEM AMONG USS 
HEAR THAT, RAHNE, 
EVERYTHING'S GONNA 
BE JUST FINE / 


(In our Initial lettercol, we asked for 

periigg soils e for a title for this letters’ 

poured In — and now 

riccse sive wecces leew oraees 

ia presaitied bole Take a bow, David, 
it's well-deserved. 


Dear Louise: 

| see that you're taking euggestiorss for the 
tetterco! title. Permit me to enter one. 

Point one: the characters in this book are 
Supposed to be ii a Benoct: That's why 


these students are mutants. That informa- 
tion is In the book's title. You don't have to hit 
us over the head with that Info in the letterco! 
title, too. 

Point three. the purpose of a lettercol is so 
that you, the creative team, get feedback 
from the readers as to how you are doing on 
sald book. 

Taking those points into consideration, 
what title could be more appropriate than: 

“REPORT CARO” 
David Schitferdecker 
AR 1 Hepler, Kansas 66746 


Dear Louise and Chns: 
Each issue is better than the last. 


Daly City, CA 94015 


Thanks for telling us, John — now tell 
your friends! 
Dear Louise, 

NEW MUTANTS #4, “Who's Scaring 
Stevie,” was a very story — in fact, it 
was excellent. What I liked about it was the 
way it used a major problem in the United 
States, namely child abuse, to further devet 
op the Mutants as a team and as individuat 
characters. The psychological effects on our 
young created by child abusing parents Is a 
Serious problem, and | think it showed the 
readers a small picture of how senous a 
Problem it can be. The Professor was nght 
when he said that something may be leam- 
ed from every situation. In this issue, the 
New Mutants leam that even people who 
appear to be the most normal can have 
greater problems than theirs, and that the 
only way In dealing with problems is by fao- 
ing up to them, no matter how much it hurts. 

This could have been just another story to 
fill space, but it wasn't. It took a serious prob- 
lem and made a special story that touched 
thousands of your readers and made them 
think. | hepe that future issues are as great 
a3 this one. Thank you. 

Charles Fields 


3708 Edmondson Ave. 
Baltimore, MD 21229 


Dear Louise Jones: 

“Who's Scaring Stewe?” (NEW MUT- 
ANTS #4) was a very, very unique twist on 
the childhood crush theme. 

Many writers would've been satisfied with 
the simplistic suspense ploy of having a 
love-sick youth use telephone threats to at- 
tain a sort of le retaliation for unre- 
quited “crush.” [nstead, the last three pages 
of the book gave us a serious, if not 
insight Into something so many children face 


— physical disciplinary action by a parent. 
The book's realty coming along. Sal and 
Bob's renderings Wore 4 were great, especially the 


é@ffective use 
Kevin J. Dooley 
132 1/2 North Berendo St. 
Los Angales, GA 90004 


Dear Mr. Claremont: 

To be honest, Peter Bristow does not 
86eM any more mentally I!) to me then Rous- 
seau — who developed many of the ideas 
our was based on — or Enis 

ing Brigtow’s eltuation, he 
adapted to the confused brutality of his par- 
ents better than Emst Roehm, et least. 
That's someniiny. 

After all, an ne phone call is nor- 
mally no big deal, I've had kids try that game 
on me. Generally it's best to treat it as a joke, 
not let some fool raise your blood pressure. 
it they keep it up, try what a friend of mine 
did. She kept a police whistle by her phone. 
Next time he called, she just popped an ear- 
tinging toot into the receiver. The phone jerk 
never called her again, so it seems to work. 

Maybe that would have done little for Bris- 
tow, but as Lao Tzu put It: “Better to stop 
short than fill one's cup past the brim.” 

Jim Soribner 
83 Summer St. 
New Canaan, CT 06840 


Chris Claremont has some very strong 
feelings on this point, Jim, and we 
thought we'd give him a chance to ex- 
press them below. 


Some fascinating points, Jim. You 
suggesting that Rousseau, had he ac- 
ess to current technology, would have 
made obscene/threatening phone calls? 

To the victims of this story — both 
Stevie and Peter — the fact that Peter 
adapted weil to his parental/home envi- 
ronment ts probably Ite comfort. The 
fact remains that, in dealing with the 
wortd a3 he thought it dealt him, he 
hurt Innocent people, including himeelf. 
More importantty, Peter's calle were not 
obecene — In that he made sexual re 


merke — they were threats. “You know 
what | want... I'm coming to get It.” Stevie 
had no way of knowing whether or not 
they were legit or a prank — end that In It- 
self became part of the nightmare. 
Perhaps Peter could have turned out a 
fot worse. That isn’t the point. He should 
never have been abused. Human life is to 
be cherished. To corrupt It, ta warp either 
mind or body, is almost as great a crime 
es to destroy it. 
— Chris 


Thanks, Chris. And thanks, Jim, for the 
“whistle” Idee — and the thought- 
provoking comments. 


Dear Marvel, 

"have one simple question to ask of you. If 
Rahne can't even handle a simple kid like 
this Peter Bristow, how is she going to stand 
up to super-vilains such as Magneto, Dr. 
Doom or the Hellfire Club? The same goes 
for Dani, who, throughout the book, did noth- 
ing but talk and pull an image out of Peter's 
mind — of him and Stevie and of him being 
beaten by his father. | really don't think these 
two should be in this group, and if the evil 
mutants want them, | say let them have ‘em! 

Warren Foise 

207 Lake Asheley Dr. 

Blythewood, SC 29016 

if you want to see the kids take on the 

Hellfire Club, Warren, we suggest you 

stay tuned for about four months. As for 

Rahne and Dani leaving the team, all 

things are possible, but we, at least, 

would kinda miss ‘em! As they become 

more adept at handling their powers, 

they should strut their stuff s tot more — 

and more effectively! We hope that'll 
change your mind about them. 


NEXT ISSUE: Where once they were 
slaves, now the New Mutants are heroes 
— and Rehne’s been acciaimed « god 
dessl The idds couldn't be heppler, 
Heels Things couldn't be better? Guees 
a 


